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This book comprises a collection of selected and refereed papers submitted on the
occasion of the International Conference of Mathematics Combinatorics ’98 at Palermo
(Mondello), 14–20 June 1998. Contributions to this volume range across many parts
of modern combinatorics, and are thus of a quality be-tting the event. The diversity
of the covered subjects means that this will be a valuable reference for researches in
combinatorics.
The conference Combinatorics is held every 2 years and is now a key event for math-
ematicians worldwide, working in combinatorics. The Scienti-c Committee of Com-
binatorics ’98 consisted of Claudio G. Bartolone (University of Palermo), Federico
Bartolozzi (University of Palermo), Pier Vittorio Ceccherini (University of Rome “La
Sapienza”), Francesco Mazzocca (The Second University of Neaple). The program of
the conference consisted of -ve full days and one half day of sessions, with 18 invited
plenary talks and over 90 contributed talks that required two parallel sessions. This doc-
uments the steadily increasing interest in combinatorics. The main topics represented at
the conference range from combinatorial design theory and -nite geometries, to coding
theory and cryptography. A particularly fruitful aspect is the interplay between theory
and applications which has led to many new perspectives in research on combinatorics.
The conference is grateful for the support of the Universit>a degli Studi di Palermo (in
particular, of the Dipartimento di Matematica ed Applicazioni), of the G.N.S.A.G.A.,
of the A.T.P. of Palermo, of the Banco di Sicilia and of the Montepaschi di Siena.
I would also like to express my warmest thanks to Cinzia Cerroni, Giovanni Fal-
cone, Francesca Merola, Silvia Musumeci and M. Alessandra Vaccaro for the hard and
obscure work in organising the conference.
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